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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

200 ARMY FSNYAC3ON 
WASHINGTON DC 20310-0200 

Rwl,” 10 
MTENllOH OF 

DACS-SF (385-64) 
,3 SEP 1399 

MEMORANDUM.~Of l  SEE DiSiRlEWTJON 

SUBJECT: Storage of Operational, Training, and Ceremonial Ammunit ion in Arms 
R&ms 

1. Refere,nces: 

a. DACSSF memorandum dated Ott 97, subject as above. 

b, DOD 6OE!XQSTD, DOD Ammunit ion and Exploslves Safety Standards. 

c. DA Pam 38564, Ammunit ion and Explosives Safety St&rdards. 

:d.’ AR 1:90-l 1, Physical Security of Arms, Ammunition. and Explosives. 

2. Thismemorandum supersedes reference “a” in clarifying Army policy for the storage 
ofhazard division (HD) (04)1.2, HD 1.3., and HD 1.4 ammunition in unit arms rooms 

a., Chapter 9 of reference “b” and-paragraph 5.1 b of reference “6 allow, buf 
dL$tqcwage, storage of lim ited quantities of HD (04)1.2, HD 1.3, and HD 1,.4, without 
regard to quantitydistance requirements, in arms rooms, hangars, and operational 
buildings, ,when operational necessity dictates such storage. 

b. For Army purposes:. 

.(I) ~The term  “lim ited quantities” is defined as the m inimum amount of ammunition 
requtred tosupport operational m issions (e.g., for security guard forces, m ilitary police, 
etc.) or the immediate training requirements of the unit owning the facility. For HD 
(04)I;Z this may not exceed 50 pounds NEW and for HD 1.3 this may not exceed 100 
pounds NEW. 

(2) ,The term  “operational necessity” Is defined as a m isslon associated with war 
or.~pea&ime.operatlons in which the consequences of an action justify the risk of loss 
of equip,ment and personnel. The qualifier ‘operational necessity” is intended to. provide 
com,manders the flexibility to ensure m ission performance, to include training, without a 
waste of resources. It is not intended to allow such storage for convenience. 
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(3) Munition items authorized for storage in arms rooms are lim ited to HD (04)1.2, 
HO 1.3, and HO ? .4. When HO (04)1.2 is stored in an arms room , the proper 
fragmentation shielding must be provided in accordance with paragraph 5-l b(2) of. 
reference “c.” 

(4) Storage of ceremonial ammunition is not considered an operational necessity. 
HoJvever, a lim ited quentity of HO I .3 ceremonial ammunition (e.g., 75 m m  blank, 
105 m m  blank) may be stored in an arms room  provided no other practical alternative 
exiSts. The amount of HO 1.3 stored will not exceed the lesser of 100 pounds net 
explosive weight or one lull outer pack of ammunition. 

c. Storage in an ammunition holding area (AHA) or ammunition supply point (ASP) 
will be used unless such use would adversely impact operations or result in an 
unnecessary commitment of resources (e.g., require unit personnel, to provide 24hhour 
security or extended travel). 

d. Prior to a unit storing ammunition in an arms room , the Installation Commander 
will approve the risk assessment that justifies the storage based on operational 
necessity and safety considerations. In approving this assessment, the commander will 
consider the need to expose the m inimum number of personnel to the m inimum amount 
of explosives for the m inlmum amount of time possible. The risk assessment will, be 
coordinated with lnstellation safety, logistics, security, fire protection, and ammunition 
surveillance personnel, The risk assessment will be posted at the arms room  and all 
arms room  personnel will be briefed, at least annually, on its contents. The 
commander, or equivalent-level individual, will ensure that: 

(I), The facility used is properly licensed for storage of explosives. The license 
will specify the location approved for storage, the quantity of ammunition, by DODIC, 
approved for storage, time restrictions on storage, and safety, securii, and fire 
protection inspection requirements. 

(2) Because containerization, and packing are considerations in determ ining a 
munitions HO, .munitions are stored In their original container with original packaging 
(otherwise an explosives. safety site plan is required). However, arms rooms that 
support guard forces or m ilitary police may have one outerpack of each caliber of small 
arms ammunition open for use. 

(3) Munitions are stored in accordance with storage compatibility requirements. 
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(4) Storage is consistent with the safety requirements of reference “c” and the 
security requirements of reference “d” (see paragraph We(l)(a)). (The use of metal 
storage containers or cabinets is required and ammunition must be stored under the 
same criteria as it would in an approved ammunition storage facility, (e.g., no 
combustibles, solvents, petroleum  products, or radioactive items in the vicinity of the 
ammunition). 

(5) The appropriate fire and/or chemical hazard symbols are properly posted. 

e. When storage in an AHA or ASP would adversely impact operations or result in 
an vnnecessary commitment of resources (e.g., require unit personnel to provide 
24-hour s+urity or extended travel) and storage in an arms room  is ,necessaty, the 
following time lim itations on such storage apply: 

(1) Reserve Component and Reserve Officer Training Command (ROTC) units 
that are conducting weapons qualification during inactive duty training may, when 
required and under the conditions stated above, store lim ited quantities of HD 1.4 
mu,nitions inside an arms room  for a lim ited period of time not to exceed 7 days per 
training period. 

(2) Active Component units that are not located in the region of an approved 
ammunition storage facility (e.g., ASP, AHA, etc.) may, when required and under the 
conditions stated above, store lim ited quantities (i.e., the amount required to support 
their immediate training needs) of HD (04)1.2, HD ,I .3, and HD 1.4 munitions inside an 
arms room  for a lim ited period of time not to exceed 7 days per training period. 

(3) Active Component units that are located in the region of an approved 
ammunition storage facility may, when required and under the conditions stated above, 
store, lim ited quantities (Le., the amount required to support their immediate training 
needs) of HD I..4 munitions inside an arms room  overnight and, when absolutely 
necessary, over a weekend, not to exceed 72 hours. 

3. :Major.Army Commands will develop licensing procedures, risk assessment 
strategies, and guidance for implementation of this policy. 

4. My  point of contact on this issue is M r. J im Patton, (703) 601-2408 (DSN 329-2408). 
Point of contact at the U.S. Army Technical Center for Explosive Safety is M r. Greg 
Heles, .(918) 4208877 (DSN 956-8877). Point of contact in the Office of the Deputy 
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Chief of Staff for Lbgistics is Mr. Lou Bornstein, 703/6974791 (DSN 2274791). 

ior Safety Manager 
ce of the Director of Army Safety 

,DISTRISUTION: 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (Environment, Safety and Occupational Health), 

IjO Army Pentagon, Washington, DC 20310-0110 
Inspector General; AlTN: SAIG-ID, 1700 Army Pentagon, Washington, DC 

20310-I 700, 
Proaram Manager for Chemical Demilitarization, ATTN: SFAE-CD-S, APG, MD 

2?%10-5401 - 
Ad,ministrative. Assistant to the. Secretary of the Army, SSSS-W (Safety), 0803 Army 

Pentagon, Washington, DC 20310-6603 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans, ATTN: DAMO-FDL., Washington, DC 

2031 O-O,400 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, ATTN: DALO-AMA, Washington, DC 20310-0541 
The J.udae Advocate General, AlTN: DAJA-EL, 2200 Army Pentagon, Washington, DC 

20310-2200 
Commander in Chief, US Army Europe and Seventh Army, ATTN: AEAGA-S, Unit 

29351:, APO AE 09014 
U.S. Army Defense Ammunition Center, ATTN: SIOAC-DO, McAlester, OK 74501 
U.S. Army Technical Center for Explosives Safety, AlTN: SIOAC-ES, McAlester, OK 

74501 
Chief,. National Guard Bureau, AlTN: NOB-AVN-SG, 111 S. George Mason Drive 

Arlington, VA 22204-1382 

Commanders: 
U.S.~ Forces, Command, ATTN: AFPI-SO, Fort McPherson, GA 30330-6000 
U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, Al-TN: ATBOS, Fort Monroe, VA 

23651-5000, 
U.S. Army Material Command, AlTN: AMCSF, 5001 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, 

ih4 22331-0001 
U.S. Army Pacific, AlTN: APSL, Fort Shafter, HI 98858-5100 
Eighth U.S. Army, AlTN: EASF, Unit 15236, APO AP, 96205-0009 
continued 
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~DISTRIBUTION, cont. 
U.S. Army South Command, AlTN: SOSF, APO AA 34004-5000 
M ilitary Traffic Management Command, ATTN: MTOP-OPS, 5611 Columbia Pike, Falls 

Church, VA 22041-5050 
U.S. Army Special Operations Command, AlTN: AOOS, Fort Bragg, NC 283075200 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ATTN: CESO-ZA, Washington, DC 20314-1000 
U.S. Army Space and Strategic Defense Command, ATTN: CSSD-WD, P.O. Box 1500, 

Huntsville, AL 35807-3801 
U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command, Al-TN: IAPE-HR-S, 8825 Beulah Road, 

Fort Belvior; VA 229605506 
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command, AlTN: CISP-SA, 6010 6th Street, Fort 

Belvoir, VA 22060 
U.S. Army Medical Command, ATTN: MCSM, 2050 Worth Road, Suite 14, Fort Sam 

Houston, TX 782345014 
U.S. Army M ilitary District of Washington, AITN: ANOS, 103 Third Avenue, Building 

41, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, DC 20319-5058 
U.S. Army Safety Center, A’lTN: CSSC-2, Fort Rucker, AL 38382-5383 

Chairman, Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board, 2461 Eisenhower Ave, 
Alexandria, VA 22331 
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